
A Better Block 

In the summer of 2019 Regional Planning, the Health Dept. Downtown Marion and the Farmers Market 
collaborated to host a pilot Better Block on S. Main from Center to Church.   It used the 56’ wide street 
to overlap local business sidewalk sales, a Chamber After Hours event, Third Thursday concert,  and the 
Farmers Market.  It hugely successful.  To accommodate the bank drive through, traffic,  South Main St. 
was closed to through traffic from the alley south of Union Bank down to Church St. 

Downtown  as a whole can viewed as a destination.  By clustering multiple businesses, variety of public 
parking,  and easy bike and pedestrian access,  the area can function as a district. Citizens already  use 
the park for events and even host car shows in Parking Lot A.  The street R-O-W and the alleys are also 
used for gatherings in other cities.   While we can’t easily rebuild South Main St., we can we rethink how 
to use the public right of way in creative ways that meet the needs of the residents, the businesses and 
now in the time of Covid -19, also provides increased opportunity for social distancing in open air 
venues.   

The traditional public spaces in the S. Main area are: 

 Busby Park on the NW corner 

 Parking Lot A on the SW corner 

The Courthouse  with its parking lot on the NE corner, and 

Founders Park with its parking lot on the SE corner 

Concepts for preliminary discussion to make S. Main St. more pedestrian friendly: 

Easiest:  Focus on improved pedestrian access/ bike friendly businesses 

1. Install mid-block cross walk(s) to encourage entire district a bike/ pedestrian friendly destination. 

2.  Convert some alleys for pedestrian access to from  parking lots and venues on Prospect and State 
Streets in toward Main St.   Can be done by closing key east/west alleys to through traffic permit 
business  loading/ unloading  only.  Ex.  From Parking Lot A to Main St./ From Busby Park toward Main 
St., northern alley from mid-block on the East side of Main St. south of 124 S. Main St. 

Moderate:  Road diet 

Using existing Right of Way:  Narrow lanes, and or reduce number of through lanes.  Restripe lanes and 
parking to install diagonal parking on the east side of the street.  Adds another 7 parking spaces on the 
East side of the street which may be helpful to the grocery store,  businesses and Founders Park 
attendees.  Parking on the west side of the street remains parallel. 

 Most Ambitions:   Close S. Main from Center to Church to become a Pedestrian Mall or Parking Lot 

Close S. Main to through traffic and use as a pedestrian mall only with no cars. Or use Main St  as  
parking lot with parking on both sides of the street.  Cars enter via  left turn in from Center St, left turn 
out on to Church St.  Most alleys become pedestrian or bike lanes through the district on an East West 
axis.  Through traffic would use the one-way streets (state routes)  via  State and Prospect Streets 
creating the perimeter of the loop. 



Bike/ Pedestrian Friendly: 

 

 

Example of mid-block pedestrian crossing with landscaped median. 

 

 

Example of using alleys for pedestrian and bike lanes. 

 



 

Road Diet: 

 

Example of a Road diet on a 62 -foot ride right of way.  S. Main St. is 56’ wide curb to curb at the widest 
and where the sidewalk has wider bump outs, the street narrows to 40’ wide. 

 



Example of Road Diet down to one lane each direction with diagonal parking on one side, parallel on the 
other side. 

Example of closing off the street to become a pedestrian mall. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Street as a parking lot 

 

 



 

 


